Title: Body Worn Video (BWV)
Legislation: DPA
Subject area: CCTV & optical surveillance
Because of their ability to be mobile, BWV cameras are likely to be more intrusive than fixed CCTV style surveillance systems. A privacy impact assessment should consider whether a BWV camera
is proportionate; necessary; and whether it addresses a pressing social need.
The PIA should justify separately the need for visual and audio recording, considering that: 

· continuous recording will require strong justification as it is likely to be excessive;

· audio recording coupled with visual recording is likely to be more privacy intrusive; and

· further justification will be required when recording in sensitive areas where there is a higher expectation for privacy.

It is important that clear signage is visible on the clothing of the individual operating the BWV. This is
necessary in order to satisfy the fair processing provisions in principle 1 of the DPA.
System users should choose systems which will minimise intrusion. Such systems should have the ability to be switched on and off and to record visual and audio separately.
Where both visual and audio recordings are processed, these should be considered as separate data streams and controlled as such. This will help ensure that the captured data is handled in line with the data protection principles.
For further information on BWV, see pages 26-29 of the data protection code of practice for surveillance cameras and personal information.
