Title: Charging for public information.
Legislation: FOI
Subject area: Government - central
FOIA
The FOIA allows the public authority to charge for providing information in a publication scheme (s19(2)). Any charges the public authority wishes to make should be included in the schedule of fees, and the basis for the charge should be made clear.
Examples of charges public authorities may wish to make are:

· to cover costs of printing, copying or postage

· charges under other statutory charging regimes

· charges for commercial publications

· charge for the reuse of a dataset (Statutory Instrument 2013 No. 1977)

Any charges made must be reasonable and justifiable.
EIR
The EIR allows the public authority to charge a reasonable amount for providing environmental
information in some circumstances (r8).
Any charges the public authority wishes to make should be published, and the basis for the
charge should be made clear.
The EIR does not allow a charge to be made for access to public registers, lists of environmental
information, or examining the information in-situ.
