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Individual Electoral Registration
Individual electoral registration was introduced in England and Wales in June 2014 and in Scotland in
September 2014 following the Scottish Independence Referendum.
It replaces the previous electoral arrangements - where one person in each household registered everyone to vote - with the requirement to register individually. People will also be able to register on line for the first time.
For many people this change in how we register to vote will mean that they are now responsible for their own registration - including the choice on whether they wish to be included on the ‘open’ (edited) register. We explain this in more detail below.
For general information on individual electoral registration and how to register, the Electoral Commission has information on its website at http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/
Electoral registers are managed locally by electoral registration officers who, using information received from the public, keep two registers – the electoral register and the open (edited) register.

What is the electoral register?
The law makes it compulsory to provide information to an electoral registration officer for inclusion in the full register. The details you are likely to have to provide are your name, address, national insurance number, nationality and age. The full register is updated every month and published once a year, and is used by electoral registration officers across the country for purposes related to elections. Political parties, MPs and public libraries also have the full register.
It is also used by local authorities for their duties relating to security, law enforcement and crime prevention, for example checking entitlement to council tax discount or housing benefit. It may also be used by the police for law enforcement purposes.
It can be sold to government departments to help in their duties such as the prevention or detection of crime.
They can also use it for vetting job applicants and employees if this is required by law. Credit reference agencies are allowed to buy the full version of the register so that lenders can check the names and addresses of people applying for credit and carry out identity checks to help stop money laundering.
It is a crime for anyone who has a copy of the full register to pass information from this register onto others if they do not have a lawful reason to see it.

What is the open (edited) register?
The open register, also called the edited register, contains the same information as the full register but is not used for elections. It is updated and published once a year and can be sold to any person, organisation or company and used for any number of purposes. Users of the register include direct marketing firms and also online directory firms.
It is not compulsory to have your personal details included in the open version of the register; however they will be included unless you ask for them to be removed. Removing your details from the open register will not affect your write to vote.
Individual electoral registration means that for the first time many people may be making a choice whether or not they wish their personal details to be included in the open register. Some may also be unaware of the choices made on their behalf in the past.

How can I opt out of the edited register?
Some people may already be opted out of the open register - if you had opted out at the point of the last household electoral registration your preference will have been noted and carried forward with the introduction of individual electoral registration.
If you are not already opted out but do not want your personal details on the electoral register made more widely available you can make a request at any time to your local authority electoral registration staff for your details to be removed. Your request needs to contain your full name and address and can be in writing, via email or phone. If you are registering online you can also indicate that you do not want your name and address listed on the open register.
Under the individual electoral registration arrangements your preference as to whether your details are included in the open register will be carried forward – you will not need to make your choice annually when you receive your electoral registration form.
It is important to understand that if you do not indicate you don’t want your information to be made more widely available then, by default, the personal details you provide on the voter registration form will be included on both the full and open versions of the register. This means they will be made available to anyone who wants to buy the edited version.
Additionally, those who believe that having their name and address on the electoral register would put them or anyone who lives with them at risk can apply for anonymous registration. Ask your electoral registration officer for further information.

How can I update my details on the register?
The updated electoral and open registers are published usually by 1 December. If you move house, you can reregister with your new address, and your new details will be included in the next monthly update of the full register.

How can I opt out or update my details in Northern Ireland?
From 1 December 2006, registration in Northern Ireland became continuous. This means that annual forms are not sent out to households. If you live in Northern Ireland and want to update your details or to notify that you do not want your details to be more widely available, it is up to you to submit the registration form, available from the Electoral Office for Northern Ireland.

Why are my old details still available if I opted out?
Prior to November 2001 the register could be sold to anyone prepared to pay a fee. A ruling by the High Court changed the law governing the use of personal information on the electoral register. The court confirmed that it was unlawful to sell copies of the electoral register to private businesses without giving people a choice not to have their information used in this way.
It has come to our attention that some organisations which legitimately bought a copy of the register before the change in the law might still be using people’s details contained in it. It is also possible that if an individual didn’t opt out in each year since 2002, some organisations might also have their details in a version of the open register.
Depending on the circumstances, the use by an organisation of an older version of the register may raise issues in relation to the processing of personal data, giving rise to a risk of a breach of the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998. Such processing might be unfair and might not accord with the expectations of individuals.. 
