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Is an organisation covered by the FOIA/EIR?
Public authorities under the Freedom of Information Act

Outsourcing and freedom of information.
Outsourcing and freedom of information

What information is “held by” a public authority for the purposes of the FOIA/EIR?
Determining whether information is held
Information held by a public authority for the purposes of the FOIA
Information held by a public authority for the purposes of the Environmental Information Regulations
Determining whether information is held

What is a valid request?
Recognising a request made under the Freedom of Information Act (Section 8)

Who can make a request?
Consideration of requests without reference to the identity of the applicant or the reasons for the request

What should the public authority do when they receive an unclear request?
Interpreting a Request

When should an EIR request be transferred?
https://ico.org.uk/media/fororganisations/documents/1644/environmental_information_regulations_code_of_practice.pdf
What information is covered by the EIR?
What is Environmental information?

What happens if information held by a public authority which is subject to a request is destroyed?
Retention and destruction of requested information

What is the cost/appropriate limit and when does it apply?
FOIA Requests where the cost of compliance with a request exceeds the appropriate limit
EIR Regulation 12(4)(b): Manifestly unreasonable requests

What should the public authority do if the cost of compliance with a request exceeds the cost limit?
Fees that may be charged when the cost of compliance exceeds the appropriate limit

What is the time for compliance?
Time limits for compliance under the FOIA
Time limits for compliance EIR
Can the means by which the information is communicated be specified?
Means of Communication

What are the provisions of the FOIA in relation to the format of datasets?
Code of Practice (datasets) – external link to the MOJ website

When can a request be deemed as vexatious under the FOIA?
Dealing with vexatious requests

Is there an equivalent of vexatious requests in the EIR?
Regulation 12(4)(b): Manifestly unreasonable requests

What if the public authority receives repeated requests about the same topic?
Dealing with repeat requests

When does the public authority need to offer advice and assistance?
Good practice in providing advice and assistance
EIR advice and assistance FAQs

What happens if someone requests their own personal data under the FOIA/EIR?
Section 40: personal information

What happens if someone requests third party personal data under the FOIA/EIR?
Section 40: personal information
Section 40: information exempt from the subject access right
Section 40: neither confirm nor deny in relation to personal data
Section 40: personal data of both the requester and others

What if a requester asks for information about public authority employees?
Section 40: requests for personal data about public authority employees

Can I make a request under the FOIA for information about deceased people?
Information about the deceased
Section 41: Information provided in confidence
Regulation 12(5)(f): Interests of the person who provided the information to the public authority

What are the grounds for refusing a request?
Refusing a request under the EIR

What must be in a refusal notice?
Refusing a request: writing a refusal notice
Refusing a request under the EIR

What is the public interest test?
The public interest test

What are the timescales for carrying out a public interest test?
FOIA Time for Compliance
EIR Time for Compliance FAQs
What is the difference between class and prejudice based exemptions?
The prejudice test
How exceptions and the public interest test work in the Environmental Information Regulations

When does the commercial interests exemption apply?
Section 43: commercial interest

What is the procedure for internal review?
Internal reviews under the EIR

How does the ICO handle complaints under the FOIA/EIR?
How we deal with complaints: a guide for public authorities

Do we have to have a publication scheme?
Model Publication Scheme

What should be in the publication scheme?
Model Publication Scheme
Model Publication Scheme - Using the Definition Documents
Definition Documents

How much can we charge for information in our publication scheme?
FOIA Charging for information in a publication scheme
Charging for environmental information
