Title: DPA Exemptions - Section 32 – Journalism, literature and art (the special purposes)
Legislation: DPA
Subject area: CCTV & optical surveillance
Section 32 relates to the personal data processed for the special purposes, which are defined in the

DPA as journalism, literature and art.

Personal data processed only for the special purposes are subject to this exemption only where the

following three criteria are met:
· the processing of personal data is with a view to publication, and

· there is the reasonable belief publication is in the public interest, and

· there is the reasonable belief that compliance with a provision is incompatible with the special purposes

Section 32 provides an exemption from:

· the principles, except the seventh

· section 7 (subject access)

· section 10 (right to prevent processing causing damage and distress)

· section 12 (rights in relation to automated decision making)

· section 14 (rectification, blocking, erasure and destruction)

Section 32 also states that when an organisation is deciding if publication is in the public interest any relevant codes of practice should be considered.

Section 32 does not provide an exemption from section 13; hence the individual could still claim compensation relating to a contravention of the DPA. Indeed, the only circumstance where an individual can make a claim for compensation relating to distress alone, (rather than damage and distress), is where the processing is for the special purposes.
