Title: 1st Principle DPA – Fair and lawful
Legislation: DPA
Subject area: Other
The interpretation of the first principle can be found in schedule 1 part II (1-4)
What the Act Requires:
When deciding whether or not the processing of personal data is fair, the way in which the personal data was obtained needs to be considered, In particular, whether any person from whom the personal data are obtained is ‘deceived or misled’ regarding the purpose(s) for which the data are to be processed.

The sch. 1, part II interpretation of the first principle requires that where data are obtained from Data Subjects the Data Controller provides specific information. The DPA states that a data controller: ‘must ensure, so far as practicable that the Data Subject is provided with, or has made readily available to him the following information, at the point where the data are to be collected:

The identity of the Data Controller. If they have nominated a representative for the purposes of the Act, the identity of that representative. The purpose or purposes for which the data are intended to be processed. Any further information which is necessary, taking into account the specific circumstances of how the data are to be processed to ensure the processing in respect of that data is fair. 

E.g. the Data Controller should consider what processing of personal data they shall carry out once the data are obtained, consider whether or not Data Subjects are likely to understand the purposes for which the personal data are to be processed, the likely consequences of such processing and non obvious disclosures of data.'
