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Background
This line to take has been developed with regard to complaints and enquiries relating to attempts to gain access to adoption records under the subject access provisions of the DPA. Where we receive enquiries and complaints relating to this issue, they are most commonly received from individuals who have been unsuccessful in their application to become adoptive parents.
Line to take
When looking into the issue of compliance with the subject access provisions where the personal data requested consists of adoption (or 'parental order') records and reports, we must take statutory instrument 419 into account.
 This statutory instrument is entitled 'The Data Protection (Miscellaneous Subject Access    Exemptions) Order 2000 (no.419)'.
In effect, the statutory instrument provides an exemption where the withholding of the data in question is deemed necessary 'in the interests of safeguarding the interests of the data subject himself or the rights and freedoms of some other individual' (the 'other individual' typically being the child being considered for placement with a family). The explanatory note at the end of the statutory instrument refers specifically to 'information contained in adoption and parental order records and reports' as being appropriate to consider for exemption.

