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The issue of how long personal data can be retained for actually varies depending on the type of personal data in question. In the main, the way in which the police handle information (including personal data) is set out in the Management of Police Information (MoPI) Code of Practice. The Code sets out a minimum retention period for police information of 6 years. Once 6 years has elapsed, there are requirements to review the information but if it is deemed to still serve a policing purpose (which are also defined in MoPI) then it can be retained.
MoPI does not apply to the retention of information on the Police National Computer. Records on the PNC are retained until the subject is deemed to have reached 100 years of age. This policy was affirmed by the Court of Appeal in Chief Constable of Humberside & Others v Information Commissioner.

Who is the data controller for the Police National Database and the Police National Computer?
The data controller for the Police National Database (PND) and the Police National Computer (PNC) is that all forces are data controllers in common. SAR should be made to ACPO.
