Title: DPA Exemptions - Section 31 -Regulatory activity
Legislation: DPA
Subject area: Government - central
Personal data processed in connection with certain regulatory activity is exempt from the subject information provisions to the extent that compliance with the provisions would be likely to prejudice the regulatory activity.
This exemption only applies to regulatory bodies whose function is one of the following: 

· protecting the public against financial loss due to the actions of the financial services industry, or against improper conduct by businesses

· protecting charities

· protecting the health and safety of employees and members of the public

The functions must be either; conferred by enactment, functions of the Crown or Government, or exercised in the public interest.
This exemption applies to the public functions of several watchdogs, but it doesn’t cover investigatory or complaint handling functions. It also only applies to the extent the complying with the subject information provisions would be likely to prejudice the regulatory activity, hence it is not a blanket exemption.
