Title: Surveillance Camera Commissioner (SCC)
Legislation: DPA
Subject area: CCTV & optical surveillance
The Protection of Freedoms Act (PoFA) has brought about the appointment of the Surveillance Camera Commissioner (SCC) who has been charged with promoting good practice and encouraging compliance amongst ‘relevant authorities’ using surveillance cameras.
The SCC has produced a new Surveillance Camera Code of Practice (SCCoP). The code sets out 12 guiding principles and provides advice and guidance on issues such as:

· operational requirements,

· technical standards, and

· the effectiveness of the systems available.

The SCC is not concerned with the principles of the Data Protection Act.
A ‘relevant authority’ for the purpose of the SCCoP includes:

· police,

· police and crime commissioners,

· the National Crime Agency, and

· local authorities in England and Wales.

Unlike the DPA, the PoFA and therefore the office of the SCC, only applies in England and Wales and does not apply in Scotland or Northern Ireland.
Scotland has produced its own CCTV Strategy for Scotland – this strategy sets out the principles that operators of public space CCTV in Scotland must follow.
